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Welcome to the first edition 
of our new digital magazine.   
Each article has been written 
to not only encourage you on 
your ‘Journey Up’ to be more 
like Christ but also equip you 
to boldly “unveil” YOUR family 
for God’s Glory.  Our desire is to 
fill each magazine full of God’s 
Truth and Grace, while always 
being very real with you from 
our family’s journey that has 
desperately needed both.

In the times in which we live, it is very tempting for the 
Christian family to hide the glory that God raises up in their 
home.  Our world despises anything and anyone that seeks 
to protect purity or pursue holiness.  These words scream 
to them of a standard that you, or someone, is trying to 
unfairly place on them.  If they can’t corrupt you, they will 
intimidate you into living a life of “veiling” the very hope that 
they themselves are desperate to find.  Contrary to what 
you might think, they actually need you to live “UNVEILED” 
for the God of all ages, not for the god of this age!

Family-Life Unveiled
In 2 Corinthians 3:16-18 
we read:

“But whenever anyone 
turns to the Lord, the veil is 
taken away. Now the Lord 
is the Spirit, and where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom. And we, 
who with UNVEILED faces 
all reflect the Lord’s glory, 
are being transformed 

into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes 
from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

As the name of our ministry reflects, living “unveiled” to 
reflect God’s glory will be a life-long “Journey Up”.  We don’t 
arrive at Christ-likeness in a magical moment on Sunday 
morning, around the campfire on the last night of church 
camp or going forward at an arena-sized evangelism event.  
These moments can be life- changing first steps or renewed 
second-steps.  Like the verse above says, families who live 
“unveiled” aren’t perfect, they “are being transformed into 
His likeness with ever-increasing glory”.

Page  4



This means the face of our family should be growing 
brighter every day, every year, every generation.  Our holy 
lives should stick out among the wicked ways of our world.  
Our marriages should be ‘unveiling” more purity and lasting 
unity.  Our children should be “unveiling” bright lights 
of innocence and shrewdness as they are launched as 
sheep among wolves in their generation (Matt.10:16).  Our 
brokenness and weakness should be a living testimony to 
God’s strength at a time when all earthly hope is lost.

Sadly, this is not happening, at least not in many Christian 
families today.  Why?  Because we are at war with “ever-
increasing wickedness” (Rom. 6:19).  

In previous generations of our country, there was at least 
some collective desire to identify evil and stand against it.  
That is no longer the case.  Our world can’t even define 
what is evil now, let alone fight against it.  Paul tells us 

exactly what is going on in 2 Cor.4:4- “The god of this 
age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God.”  

If your family’s heart has received even a glimpse of God’s 
Glory, it is not because you are good, but because God 
alone is good.  It’s because He’s a loving and powerful 
Creator who says in v. 6, “ For God, who said, “Let light 
shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts 
to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Christ.”

When we look at the sun in the sky, we will get sunburned 
if we are not careful.  When our world looks at the Son of 
God, they will get “Son-burned” too.  His bright light will 
pierce through and reveal their wickedness. Their first 
instinct will be to angrily recoil from His radiating and 

illuminating light.  But the Good News of the Gospel 
is that the Son is not only powerfully righteous and 
just, He is also loving and gracious.  He offers Himself 
as the “Son-Screen” to anyone who would humbly 
let Him cover their life.  

Make no mistake though, once your heart and home 
are covered with His “Son-Screen”, the world who 
hated the Son will hate anyone who reflects His 
light.  Your life is no longer just a clay jar like every 
other human that was created from dust and will 
soon return to it.  
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For now Paul says in v.7, “We have this 
treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God 
and not from us.”   

Families who live “unveiled” with 
God’s power should joyfully expect 
to join Paul in being “hard pressed on 
every side, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not in despair; persecuted, but 
not abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed.”  Because wherever you go, 
your life is now meant to “carry around 
in your body the death of Jesus, so that 
the life of Jesus may also be revealed 
in your body.”

Not for your benefit, but “so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause 
thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.”

So dear family, wherever you are on your journey up today, we want to come alongside you through 
each article in this magazine and join Paul when he says in v. 16-18, “Don’t lose heart!  Though outwardly 
you are wasting away, yet inwardly you are being renewed day by day. For your light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for you an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So fix your eyes not on what 
is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”

Though it’s the most dangerous journey you will ever take in life, it is what your soul was designed for.  
It’s God’s destiny for you.  To live your life “unveiled” for God’s Glory!
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Your heart was designed for Oneness.  For perfect unity.         
It continually craves to be in perfect harmony with everyone 
and everything.  Why?  Because you were created by a 
perfect God to live in a perfect Place.  As you’ve most likely 
discovered, we no longer live in Paradise.  Sin has pierced 
our world.  Our hearts and homes.  It’s corrupted our very 
nature.  This can result in our souls groaning in frustration 
our entire time on earth until we find the only path that will 
satisfy our soul.  

One of the greatest tricks that Satan loves to pull is twisting 
the good in our life into becoming the god of our life.  While 
he likes to do this with everything he can, he seems to 
focus his greatest energy on distorting the relationships of 
our life.  Especially the one’s God intended to bring us deep 
joy and reflect His Glory.  

Journey Up To Oneness
Here are just some of your God’s Truths to set you free 
from Satan’s devious traps so you can discover new 
heights in your marriage as you journey up toward 
oneness:

#1:  Sincere and deep love only grows 
in a marriage that is being purified by 

obeying God’s Truth together.
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the 
truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, 
love one another deeply, from the heart.” I Peter 1:22

Not a perfect marriage, but a pure marriage.  This purity 
is not possible through human behavior.  Our best efforts 
are still filthy rags.  It only comes through humbly pursuing 
obedience, repenting of disobedience, and letting God 
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purify you with the perfect blood of His Son.  We often 
think that if someone is sincere, or means well, then that 
equals real love.  God tells us that you might mean well 
but sincere love only comes through obeying His Truth.  
As sin is extracted from our love through His purifying 
hand, we begin to experience sincere and deep oneness 
as he designed us to. First with Him and then with our 
spouse. 

#2:  Courageous communication, 
confession and prayer will grow and 

protect your oneness.
“Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous man is powerful and effective.”   James 5:16

If you aren’t communicating, your marriage is dying.  
If you’re not confessing your sin to one another, your 
marriage is missing the heights of humility that come 
when you are both real before God and one another.   If 
you’re not praying together, your marriage is missing 
the healing power of God’s Spirit.  As you might guess, 
these three require time together.  A rare commodity in 
marriages today.  You will have to ruthlessly carve out 
moments to journey up together.  Most men will carve 
out time from their busy schedule to practice their golf 
swing or meet with a client who will grow their bottom 
line.  Yet, the return on time spent regularly with your 
spouse is priceless.  But it will require you to invest by 
faith, even when a quick return seems hopeless.   

#3:  Every word should be spoken with 
truth in love, no exceptions.

“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things 
grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.”   

Ephesians 4:15

Just because something is true, doesn’t mean that it’s 
going to be loving to share it with your spouse.  It might 
be true to say, “You’ve put on a few pounds haven’t you.” 
But it doesn’t mean it’s loving or should be spoken.  That’s 
why I shared earlier about the importance of confession.  
If your goal is to speak every truth in love, you’re still 
going to mess up and need to routinely seek forgiveness.  
But at least your now together on the same journey up.  
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Many couples speak truthfully but recklessly and wound 
their spouse till death they do part.  Still others never 
boldly share what they really are feeling or thinking, with 
the desire to be loving.  They will live parallel lives that 
never intersect in true intimacy.  Both fall short.  We need 
both truth and love if our oneness is going to grow up to 
reflect the love of Christ.

#4:  Even a hint of immorality, impurity, 
or greed will hinder your oneness in 

marriage.  
“But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual 

immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, 
because these are improper for God’s holy people.”  

Ephesians 5:3-4

This will require ongoing vigilance and God’s strong Rope 
of Grace when you fall.  But quickly climb again.  The 
devil does not play fair and takes advantage when we 
are off guard.  We’re told, especially around Valentine’s 
Day, that love and sexual intimacy are free for the taking 
by anyone at any time.  The designer of oneness, says 
“I know that might seem right to you, but you’re wrong. 
(Prov. 14:12)   Your human soul will never be satisfied with 
human logic or human feelings.  It will only be satisfied 
by Me and My Ways.”  

While many marriages have more than a hint of immorality 
and impurity, don’t underestimate how greed will grind 
your oneness to a dead stop.  Financial pursuits and 

pressures can paralyze one or both spouses into thinking, 
“I won’t have time to focus on my marriage until I have 
just a little more financial security.”  Even a hint of these 
will hurt your oneness.

#5:  Our journey toward oneness is only 
possible when we are anchored by God’s 

Holy Oneness for Eternity!
“Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage 
bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all 

the sexually immoral. Keep your lives free from the love 
of money and be content with what you have, because 

God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 
you.”  Hebrews 13:4-5

It’s only because of God’s promise to never leave us, that 
we can risk being one with another human in marriage.  
A human who could leave.  Notice how this passage tells 
us that it’s HIS promise to never leave or forsake us that 
will power our contentment for a lifetime.   Even when 
idolatry and immorality threaten our marriage.  
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He’s speaking about our natural go-to’s when we are 
feeling empty.  If we have money, we’ll spend it when we 
are discontent.  New products or places will propel our 
feelings forward a few more weeks or months if we can 
just purchase them.  If we don’t have money, we’ll worry 
about it, work for it, or envy others who have it.  

Our souls long for contentment.  That’s why the marriage 
bed is often not kept holy.  We’re told by our culture that 
it doesn’t matter who you invite into your bed, as long 
as it brings you happiness.  Who cares about holiness?  
Well, your God does.  He knows when we learn to be 
content in our oneness with Him, we will be able to resist 
the imitation and experience His genuine oneness in our 
marriage.  

Instead of waiting till the end of time and experiencing 
His judgment, His Word offers us another way.  A journey 
up toward oneness.  One that will require each spouse to 
humbly respond to God’s Holy judgment on the journey 
anytime that immorality or idolatry comes in.  

#6:  Boldly stand against your culture’s 
words and live your role by God’s Word!

“However, each one of you also must love his wife as he 
loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.”        

Ephesians 5:33

Your world would disagree with all seven points of this 
article.  This one will bring them to their feet with fire-
breathing rage.  Sadly, even many Christian today are 
repelled at the audacity of the Apostle Paul who must 
have been tainted by his culture’s view of the sexes.  You 
have two options as a follower of Christ when it comes 
to your role as a husband or wife:  First, you can allow 
your culture, church, or family bias to lead you to your 
conclusion.  Or second, you can trust God’s Word even 
when it hurts. 

Kimberly and I have taken the test for our testimony in this 
area.  We still are.  We are two very strong-willed people, 
who would naturally look out for #1 instead of pursing 
One God together and obeying Him even when it hurts.  
While we have done it wrong many times, we can give 
praise to God that there is indeed the reward of oneness 
when we obediently play our role.  If my wife didn’t give 
me the gift of respect I would be a very different man.  
I’ve also had the joy of watching my wife be nourished 
over the years by my love.  A love that is still very much 
learning.  
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Stand firm here and you will discover heights of oneness 
that are not available to the world around you and will 
bring deep joy within you.

#7:  Always remember it’s God’s Rope of 
Grace that makes your journey up toward 

Oneness possible and protected!
Titus 2:11-14- “For the grace of God that brings 

salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say 
“No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 
age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious 

appearing of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all wickedness and to 
purify for himself a people that are his 
very own, eager to do what is good.”

I love Titus 2.  I’m also amused at how 
controversial or overlooked this chapter 
is.  This speaks to how we like “sound 
doctrine” as long as it doesn’t get too 
practical.  So when Paul tells Titus to 
“teach what is in accord with sound 
doctrine”, I have to chuckle when he 
launches into an entire chapter that 
reveals how practical sound doctrine 
actually is.  He’s telling us that doctrine 
must penetrate our roles as older men 
and women.  Then at the end of this 

chapter comes these verses.  He is reminding us that 
it is God’s Grace alone that will give us the courage to 
not give in to the strong temptations of our time.          

Satan hates your oneness.

First, he is repulsed at your Oneness with God.  So, if 
he can’t destroy that, he’ll settle for dismantling your 
oneness in marriage.  A marriage that reflects the very 
relationship of Christ and His Church. 

The Journey Up toward Oneness is a dangerous climb.  
You’d be foolish to even try.  Living together in the 

same house is hard enough.  
Connecting hearts for a lifetime 
on what really matters-that’s 
impossible.  That is, if you and 
your spouse are trying to climb 
without a rope.  

If God’s strong Rope of Grace 
is holding you both, it’s not 
foolish to pursue oneness, it’s 
being faithful.  And the journey 
will change your life!   
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These words caught my eye as I dove into God’s Word to 
answer “The Big Question” early in our marriage.  We were 
living in sunny California where everyone was shocked 
that we had added a third child to our family line-up.  As 
I checked in for a conference at the only Five-Star Hotel I 
had ever stayed in, I gave myself an assignment.  Knowing 
I’d be away from my family for a week, I knew this was the 
time to proactively decide before the decision was made 
for us.  Would we go off the cultural deep end and let my 
wife’s fertility freely welcome all seeds of life, or would 
we decide which ones will be allowed to take root?  

By God’s grace, I was always taught to let God’s Word 
direct every aspect of my life.  Growing up with my dad 
preaching the Word and encouraging his family to live it, I 
had made the decision to passionately serve Christ early.  
I loved songs that challenged me to sing and live lyrics 
like, “I have decided to follow Jesus…though none go with 
me…still I will follow….no turning back.”  Any song that 
spoke of a full-out pursuit of Christ simply fanned the 
flame of my desire to serve Him.  

I was ready for an exciting adventure with no clue of 
what was ahead.  The exciting heights or the dangerous 
storms that would soon test my childhood faith.     

I sat down each evening in that fancy hotel and drove 
my passions into God’s Word.  With each day away from 
my wife, my body, mind, and soul were reminding me 
that I missed being one with her.  God was meeting me 
through His Spirit and Scripture and showing me the 
amazing contrast.  The deep and real Oneness available 
with Him and my wife back home that required discipline 
and diligence to protect. And the shallow yet attractive 
pleasures that were strategically surrounding my flesh 
and easily devoured.  

Against the backdrop of Five-Star treatment, I could see 
some of the best options that this world could provide.  I 
also knew that if I could emerge from my truth quest with 
the decision to halt our childbearing, I could most likely 
enjoy a few more fancy hotels in my future.  Besides, the 
sooner our childbearing years were over, the sooner I 

“Children born not of... 
a husband’s will”
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could start flying around doing real ministry at churches 
and conferences. I must admit I was biased as I began my 
journey.  I think it’s impossible not to be.

Now you have to understand, 
by this time in my life I had 
graduated from Bible College 
and written many papers and 
read many books.  Strangely I 
had never received one word of 
formal teaching on what I could 
tell was a huge decision.  I could 
just sense that if we kept having 
children, our lives were going to 
radically change.  I wasn’t sure if 
it would be for the better, or for 
the bitter.  I needed counsel.  Yet 
I realized I’d already received a 
great deal of teaching in this 
area.  It just wasn’t formal.  

Most every church leader and Bible College professor in 
front of me had given me a loud message with their life.  
With their family size.  “When it comes to children in the 
21st century, you definitely limit them.”  “It’s just the wise 
thing to do.”  “God is a God of order.”  “He really hasn’t 
given us any commands that we are bound to, so do the 
sensible thing.  Have a small family so you can have a large 
ministry for God.  Children might limit your potential.”  

Now again, most of these words were never spoken.  
Some actually were.  But I had received a pretty clear 
message from all my mentors who had faced this 

decision before me.  So, 
what would I do?  What 
decision would I bring 
back to my wife?  Who by 
the way was hoping for 
more children in our future 
than I was.

In a moment I’ll share 
with you just a few of the 
highlights of what God’s 
Word has to say about 
children.  

Turns out He has a lot to 
say.  Most of it is in the Old 
Testament.  Which I was 
told on several occasions 

by good-intentioned Christian men that should be one 
reason I didn’t take those verses too seriously. For we 
no longer lived under the law but were liberated by the 
Gospel of the New Covenant.  According to them, since 
Jesus or the Gospel writers didn’t have too much to say 
about children, we really are free to make decisions that 
seem wise to us.  

Yet this didn’t set well in my Spirit, as I knew what Jesus 
Himself had said in Matthew 5:17-20:
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“Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 
to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell 
you the truth, until heaven and earth 

disappear, not the smallest letter, not the 
least stroke of a pen, will by any means 
disappear from the Law until everything 

is accomplished. Anyone who breaks 
one of the least of these commandments 
and teaches others to do the same will 

be called least in the kingdom of heaven, 
but whoever practices and teaches these 

commands will be called great in the                    
kingdom of heaven.”

My Jesus was telling me in that hotel room, “Take ALL 
of My Word seriously no matter the cost.”  Here are just 
some of the Scriptures that my Lord used to speak to my 
heart during that pivotal week of my journey:

Genesis 1:28- “God blessed them and 
said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in 

number; fill the earth and subdue it.”
Hmmm… wow so from the beginning of time, my God 
saw family fruitfulness as a blessing.  Even more than 
that, He was commanding it.  He had just created a world 
for his children to experience.  He then gave us amazing 
control over whether we would welcome his children 
into existence to enjoy Him.  He created both male and 
female with strong desires that could yield life.  He then 
did the craziest thing.  He let us be involved with whether 
we would let children come from these desires.  Or stop 
them.    

“But Scott”, the voice of reason would speak, “That 
was then.  The world was in need of population.  We’re 
dealing with over-population now.”  Voices like that would 
occasionally pop in, and I would need to go research.  
Turns out overpopulation is a myth that sounds really 
good to humans who want to experience convenience in 
their lifetime while hindering millions of other souls from 
receiving the same gift of life they received.  

Gen. 9:7- “As for you, be fruitful and 
increase in number; multiply on the earth 

and increase upon it.”
Spoken to Noah, again, even after mankind had 
demonstrated their destructive and sinful nature.  Ever 
thought about how God could have said, “Ok Noah, 

Page  14



this time I’d like for you to take it a little easier on the 
procreation thing.  Maybe if you limit your family size, that 
might keep my world from getting polluted by humanity 
so quickly.”  No instead, he gives a loud message that’s 
easy to miss.  He’s telling Noah and us that even though 
I know what mankind is going to do with this planet, my 
purpose is to demonstrate my love to people.  I can’t do 
that unless you give birth to them.  So, get down to holy 
business Noah.  My new world is waiting for children.  

Genesis 17:2-3a- “I will confirm my 
covenant between me and you and will 

greatly increase your numbers.” Abram fell 
facedown…”

I wanted to give you the first half of verse 3 because that 
would be the same response most of us men would have.  
We’d be falling face down in sheer terror at hearing that 
our family was going to “greatly increase in numbers”.  
Abram fell in worship at the amazing blessing God was 
pronouncing upon him.  

“Yes Lord”, human reason says again, “but back then 
children would perpetuate Abram’s wealth by helping 
him with the sheep and crops.  They were assets then, 
not liabilities.  Children in the 21st century will greatly 
decrease the numbers in my bank account.” 

Then the Spirit would say, “Yes Scott, but again you’ve 
reverted back into thinking that my greatest blessings 
are found in your earthly account and not in your eternal 
account.” 

This war would continue with every Scripture I studied.  
My flesh and human logic would scream into one ear, 
and God’s Spirit would whisper in the other.  All week this 
went on.    

Psalm 127:3-5- “Sons are a heritage from 
the Lord, children a reward from him. Like 
arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons 
born in one’s youth.  Blessed is the man 

whose quiver is full of them. They will not 
be put to shame when they contend with 

their enemies in the gate.”
My God actually sees children as a 
reward?  And the more the merrier?  
Usually when I think of a reward, I 
picture collecting a large amount of 
money, not a large quiver of arrows.  
Arrows that will be used to take on 
the enemy.  Is this an Old Testament 
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enemy of days gone by, or is there something universal 
here?  Could children enable my wife and I to be even 
more effective in battle?  The 
Eternal battle of good vs 
evil?  Maybe children aren’t 
just supposed to be cute and 
convenient.  My God seems 
to be telling me that He sees 
them as a powerful arsenal 
that will enable me to be 
an effective warrior for Him.  
The blessing He is speaking 
of isn’t an earthly pleasure, 
it’s an eternal purpose.      

All the way through the 
Old Testament you see 
continual themes.  Families that deal with barrenness 
are disappointed.  Those whom God blesses are given 
fruitfulness.  Talk about a complete reversal from the times 
in which we live.  And I speak from personal experience.  
Sadly, I had to admit, that even at that time I wasn’t exactly 
always thrilled when my wife would come to me with that 
twinkle in her eye and say, “I have something to tell you.”  

When my study led me to the end of the Old Testament and 
I saw what prophet Malachi said, I began to understand 
why my heart was so naturally drawn to see God’s 
blessings as curses.  I was living in a “cursed” culture.  
Not cursed by an unloving God.  Cursed by a loving God, 

who would gently but firmly discipline his children until 
they found His blessing again.  Here’s what He told the 
people then:

“See, I will send you the prophet Elijah 
before that great and dreadful day of the 

Lord comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the 
fathers to their children, and the hearts of 
the children to their fathers; or else I will 
come and strike the land with a curse.” 

Malachi 4:5-6
What’s even more fascinating is that the New Testament 
begins by addressing the reality of this curse that was 
upon the culture of that time.  A curse that every culture 
has dealt with since. 

Cute little John the Baptist.  The one who jumped in his 
mommy’s womb when pregnant Mary came near.  Yep 
that one.  He grew up to be a deadly arrow in the arsenal 
of not just his earthly father Zechariah, but his Heavenly 
Father.  His assignment was to prepare the people for the 
coming Messiah’s ministry.  Here’s what his role was:

Luke 1:17 says, “And he will go on before 
the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to their 

children and the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the righteous—to make ready a people 

prepared for the Lord.”
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What stuck out to me as a young father of three, as I 
considered adding a 4th arrow to the quiver, was how 
curious it was that the Old Testament ended and the 
New Testament began by addressing the importance 
of my heart as a father.  The Spirit was counseling and 
convicting me that the condition of my heart toward 
my children was radically connected to how receptive 
those hearts would be to the message of the Messiah.  
Admittedly mysterious, but I was sensing that I played 
a part.  A part that went far beyond me just driving the 
minivan to church.  A role that had eternal impact in 
the Great War between good and evil.  My heart was 
softening and being sensitized to my children.  Those 
that had been born to Kimberly and I and….gulp….those 
yet to be born (Ps. 78:6).  I was beginning to see children 
through a different lens.  An eternal lens.  A culturally 
crazy lens.

My God, my Jesus, always saw children as His greatest 
blessings.  It wasn’t just one of the ways that He blessed 
people.  It was often how He blessed them. 

So, when my study led me to John 1, I took everything 
I had learned so far and saw something I had not seen 
before.  John was attempting to describe the amazing gift 
of what it means to become a child of God.  That’s His 
main point.  He’s not directly speaking to family size here.  
As he makes his main point, he does so by explaining 
what he is not saying.  

He wants us to know in verse 13 that we are children 
of God, “children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”  
He is describing a human reality.  A norm.  A freedom.  
A choice.  A decision that each family would be able to 
make.  That each family does make.  He was addressing 
my very context.  

In that hotel room, he was describing the “human 
decision” that this “husband’s will” was free to make.  I 
sensed the weight of the decision and the peace of having 
freedom to make that choice at the same time.  I was free 
to accept as many blessings from the Lord as I “willed”.  
As a Christian I wasn’t free to make this decision on my 
logic or desires.  I would need to let God’s Word direct my 
will.  Yet in the end I could sense the Spirit saying, “Scott 
you are free to choose.”  So, what would this “husband’s 
will” be?  
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I forget whether I called my wife or waited until I came 
home.  She quickly received the message though.  We 
were excited and admittedly curious.  Besides, what if 
God gave us 12 kids or something crazy.  

We soon gave birth 
to our 4th child.                     
Our daughter Brooklyn 
Faith was born on 
9/11/01 on the day 
those Twin Towers of 
New York came down.  
While Satan was doing 
his best to destroy life, 
Brooklyn had been 
given life.  Over the 
years our Lord would 

add more arrows to our quiver.  As of this writing we have 
been blessed with, any guesses?  You got it, 12 children 
and 1 grandchild. 

Does this “husband’s will” always find convenience and 
feelings of great pleasure when surrounded by all these 
“arrows”.  Definitely not.  There are many moments when 
these arrows are used by Almighty God to penetrate into 
my selfishness and greed and reveal my need for a Savior.  
Turns out when He says that children are a blessing, he’s 
referring to blessings that go much deeper than feelings.  

Children are a blessing in that they give our world a 
chance to be graced by the unique image of Almighty 

God in that little person.   A soul that has the chance to 
live eternally for God and with God.  A soul that wouldn’t 
even exist if a “husband’s will” won’t.  

Yes, we have freedom to make that family size choice.  
No family should be pressured into making that choice 
to have more or less.  Not by their pastor or their parents.  
Not by their church or their culture.  It’s a personal and 
powerful choice that each couple will make before 
Almighty God.  A decision that will impact generations to 
come, or not come.   

Let’s make that “human choice” with an eternal 
perspective. Men, let’s submit our “husband’s will” to 
God’s Will and see where He leads us.  For some, this 
may bring twelve souls into the world, for others it might 
bring two.  While we might be looking for formulas, God is 
looking for faith.  Faith that children are indeed a blessing 
anytime and every time.     

It doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy Five-Star hotels.  He just has 
deeper blessings in store for us than that. Besides,  for the 
believer in Christ, we aren’t just children born of “human 
decision” or a “husband’s will.”  
We are reborn because  of Our 
Heavenly Father’s Will! And 
His will  was to give us The Gift 
of Eternal life with Him.  

Let’s be sure to pass that gift 
of life on to every soul we can.    
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In love, we celebrate and shout to the world their 
precious antics. The funny things they do and say and 
even the naughty things too adorable to correct. Little 
effort is made in the loving.         

We celebrate each milestone along the way.  “Firsts” 
that remind us of their growth day by day.  The first 
time they sit or crawl. 

Their first wobbly step. And to us, they are the best. The 
smartest.  The most adorable, unique and special in their 
own way.  Sure, we get frustrated by the mess and the 
noise. The grumbling and complaint.  The bickering and 
strife. But truly, for most of us, the loving comes easy.  

But in a day in age when LOVING is a child’s greatest 
gift, I offer to you that ONLY loving is limiting at best 
and damaging at worst.  Love is the start, like a key in 
the ignition but vision and guidance will be needed to 
go anywhere. Yes, love is the foundation for a healthy 
self-esteem and relationship with a child. But it is only 
that, the foundation. The vehicle with which God aspires 
to reach a hurting world. I believe that God is calling us 
to love more than just our child. He desires for us to love 
motherhood! 

Why? Because there is more to your child’s life than 
just a healthy self-esteem.  That would be too limiting. 

When Loving Your Child 
Isn’t Enough
by Kimberly Bryant

Little cherub faces and fingerprint smudge windows.  
Late night feedings and halls made for pacing.  Muddy 
shoes and peanut butter sandwiches. Cleaning potty 
stains, another missing sock.  Being a mommy certainly 
has challenges. 

So why does one welcome a baby?  Just one look at that 
new little face and your heart commands the answer. 
Little difference is made as to how they became ours. 
Adopted or biological, when life captures the heart of a 
mother, no amount of work deters the welcoming. 
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Give the gift that goes beyond the barriers of love!  
Envelope them in God’s LOVE STORY!   Remind them that 
a healthy self-esteem is for the giving, the overflowing to a 
world in need!  

Model a life that cares more about others than yourself.  
Tell them that although you love them wholeheartedly, 
you love God and His mission to heal a hurting world even 
more!  

Free them from the expectation that the highest 
achievement in life is being loved but rather appeal to 
their heart for a greater cause!  An eternal cause!  Love 
God’s mission to love another!  

This IS the greatest gift you can give a child!

There are many in need of love and care, the very love that 
can overflow from your heart to your child and onto another. 
Because the very purpose of a child is to bear witness to 
the incredible LOVE Story that God has demonstrated with 
mankind for generations.  A continuing of the story with you 
and your child playing your part for such a time as this.

Motherhood looks beyond the child to a broader, deeper 
view…the very purpose in the life of a child. Motherhood 
knows that there’s something so much more.  Motherhood 
looks beyond the cuteness and reminds us of the bigger vision 
and higher calling. It demands that we train and model 
character, appealing to the heart of the child to care more 
about others than themselves. It takes the pressure off the 
child to carry the weight of being the best and the smartest 
and reminds them that just “being” is enough. 

I have seen the breaking spirit of a “loved” child. The weight 
they carry to act cute, be smart and meet the needs of their 
parents is heavy.  What was well intentioned on the part of 
the parent in love becomes the prison with which the child 
remains. 

As parents, we were created to love but God most of all.  
Loving motherhood offers the ideal.  We can still enjoy the 
unique, special soul of our child and yet marvel in the bigger 
vision that each child was created for more than just our 
delight.  
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was, I wanted more. Specifically, I 
wanted more money than just enough 
to pay the bills.  Not tons of money, just 
more.  I was tired of trusting Him for the 
very thing He told me to pray for, “my 
daily bread”.  

My Jesus knew I’d wrestle with discontent.  
His disciples wrestled too.  That’s why 
he taught them this prayer.  This phrase 
that would transform their thoughts and 
lives.  These words offer a crazy request 
that is totally insane to pray if you don’t 
value the first part of the Lord’s Prayer.  
Only the heart that “hallows”, or honors, 
the Heavenly Father will be devoted to 
praying “your kingdom come, your will 

Even your least-churched neighbor will 
recognize these words.  The Lord’s Prayer 
is familiar to most ears, if not memorized.  
It sounds great when its being recited by 
the whole church on Sunday morning or by 
the football team on Monday night. These 
words were never meant to be poetry 
that pleased our ears.  This is our Lord 
revealing a revolutionary way to not only 
pray, but live.  This one phrase threatens 
our entire way of living.  Not sure what I 
mean yet?  Then let’s get real together.

My wife is the one God used to convict 
my greedy spirit when she lovingly asked, 
“Would you still serve Christ even if you 
knew you’d have to rely on him every day 
for the rest of your life for only your daily 
bread?  No more.  No less.”  We’re talking 
food and clothes.  Only the essentials.  
Not just metaphorical “daily bread”.   

You see, she was bringing truth to set me 
free.  She knew how much I was wrestling 
with mid-life discontent.  Yes, I was grateful 
for God’s grace.  Yes, I was blessed to have 
an amazing marriage of 24 years.  Yes, I 
was grateful for our 12 eternal blessings 
given to us in our hildren.  But the truth 

be done on earth as it is in heaven” 
(Matt 6:9-15).  If His kingdom is going to 
invade our kingdom, it’s going to require 
Christians who will dare to ask only for 
their daily bread.  Turns out, The Lord’s 
Prayer is so much more dangerous to 
pray than we thought. 

What hurts my human pride, and male 
ego, is that I don’t want to be that 
dependent.  I need a little buffer.  A 
little stored up.  In a savings account 
or 401k preferably.  Or at least a credit 
card with an available balance. Besides, 
I’ve learned that the men who are 
respected in my culture and my church 
are the ones who successfully store up 
enough for tomorrow, for emergencies, 
for retirement.  I want that kind of “daily 
bread” to come my way.

Now if God has given you more than 
your daily bread, let me reassure you, 
you’re not in the wrong.  At least not 
because of the amount you have.  He 
cares more about your attitude with that 
amount.  God has entrusted you with 
the test of abundance.  As you take your 
test, you will define your testimony.  You 
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will reveal how much you love His Kingdom, or yours. 

There is absolutely nothing wrong with being financially rich 
or poor.  Don’t get pulled into the comparison trap.  Instead, 
choose to embrace The Lord’s Prayer in your heart and home.  
With the “daily bread” He provides for you.  This prayer, this 

mindset of being completely 
dependent on God’s provision 
is expected and available for 
every believer, no matter their 
net worth.  

On my journey through life so 
far, I keep wondering if the Lord 

is ever going to give me the test of having too much money.  If, 
and when it comes, I can only pray that I would emerge with a 
testimony of dependence upon Him.  As Kimberly and I have 
journeyed further into life, our finances have seemed to grow 
tighter and tighter.  Like a noose threatening to strangle out our 
life, dreams, and desires.

This is what my wife was speaking to that day when she 
essentially asked me, “Now that you know His idea of “your 
daily bread” is different from yours, are you still going to trust 
Him?” 

In our home, we go through daily bread quickly.  Literally and 
figuratively.  My wife is amazing at giving God praise every time 
we have enough money to afford the weekly grocery bill.  As 
we have just enough bread to pay every bill.  I, on the hand, 
could sense a deep bitterness that had been building far too 
long.  I wanted more than just “my daily bread”.

Out of my brokenness and bitterness, the Lord was setting 
me free with the truth of His Prayer.  A prayer that I hope will 
especially encourage my fellow brothers and sisters who have 
taken seriously the mission of raising up a strong family for 
God’s Glory.  A mission that if accepted, will make it impossible 
for you to rely on your own strength to provide your family’s 
daily bread.  

God desires each man, each woman, each family to engage 
in a dangerous life of faith that would let His Kingdom work 
be done in their home, no matter the cost.  God’s Kingdom 
mission is “to make disciples”.  

When God leads you to build strong families, it might even 
result in Him providing your family with strength in number.  
With a large family.  Larger than what your culture says is 
acceptable. Or, He might not.  No matter the size, you will need 
to depend on Him for your daily bread with bold faith

Don’t forget the first request you prayed as you knelt down to 
recite your Lord’s Prayer.  If you forget that your mission is to 
let His Will be done on earth as it is heaven, you will grow bitter 
and eventually give up.  You’ll despise the eternal blessings, 
even your very children, because your heart is devoted to an 
earthly master and not your Eternal God. (Matt. 6:24).

Even if your God places you in humble dependence upon Him 
for literally your next loaf of bread, then take heart, your Lord 
just answered your prayer. 
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just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life.”

God knew that grace was going to be 
naturally misunderstood by their flesh 
in the 1st century, and ours in the 
21st.   He knew our pride is continually 
looking for any way we can get what 
we want.  

I have to admit, I become very curious 
when I see this phrase shared with 
excitement, “Our church is the grace 
place!”    Are we proclaiming a true, 
biblical Grace that’s going to penetrate 
and transform all aspects of our life?

God’s amazing grace makes absolutely 
no sense to the human heart.  Unless 
that heart has encountered God’s 
Truth first.  Jesus himself spoke to this 
when he said in John 14:6,     “I am the 
way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.”  

In fact, the first 39 books of our Bible 
loudly proclaim God’s Truth, especially 
as it was revealed boldly through the 
Law and the Prophets.  Truth is, I’m 
a wretched sinner with a massive 

 

You won’t have to look too long to find a church that labels themselves as 
“The Grace Place”.  Not only does it rhyme and sound good, it’s accurate.  
It speaks to the very essence of what enables Christians to be the Body of 
Christ.  His church.  Scripture proclaims in Ephesians 2:5, “It is by grace you 
have been saved.”  

When 21st century eyes see “The Grace Place” on our website or letterhead, 
I wonder what their next thought is.  More importantly, what are we thinking 
as we say it.   

The Apostle Paul knew exactly what our first response would be to God’s 
lavish grace.  They were just as human in the 1st century as we are today.  
Grace sounds great to my human ears.  It seems to say I can keep on living 
however I want because God’s grace will take care of it.  The Apostle Paul 
spoke directly to this in Romans 6:1-4:

“What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By 
no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know 
that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, 

finding that place   where truth    meets grace
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more complete phrase.  It might not 
fit on to bumper sticker as easily, but 
it still sounds good.  And it’s even more 
accurate.  I’d love to see us humbly and 
boldly saying, “We are on a journey up 
to That place where Truth meets Grace”.   
Because words mean something.  The 
words we use.  The words we leave out.  

Grace means I met Truth Himself.  
When Truth meets you, He not only 
saves your soul, He changes your life.  
And every day after that.  Truth will 
continue to free me from my old self 
and make me into a new creation.  

In short, when my heart, home, or 
church becomes “The Grace Place”, it 
grows, matures, and looks less and less 
like the world around it.  Because Truth 
and Grace are divinely linked.  You can’t 
grab one without the other coming too.  
Our time on this dusty planet will be 
our chance to journey up to That Place!  

There will always be only One perfect 
example.  John 1:14 tells us, “The Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the One and Only, who came from 
the Father, full of grace and truth.”  

problem.  Without This Truth, I have no 
need for Grace. 

 Jesus says in John 8:31-32:

“If you hold to my teaching, you are really 
my disciples. Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.”

 I love the church.  I was born and raised 
in her.  I’ve pastored her for many 
years.  I’ve seen her at her best and 
worst.  It’s where God does His greatest 
work and brings Satan’s fiercest attack.  
I have to be honest with what I see 
today.  “Houston, we have a problem.  
A truth problem.” Nobody labels their 
church as “The Truth Place”.  This might 
give a message to our world that might 
threaten rather than tickle.  Convict 
rather than coax.  And I get it.  As a 
pastor I was always dealing with the 
holy tension that comes with seeking 
to be “all things to all men so that by 
all possible means I might save some.”               
(I Cor. 9:22)  

With the heart of recovering our 
deep need for God’s Truth, while 
not undermining His Grace, I’d like 
to encourage the renewed use of a 

Jesus was completely full of both.  
The rest of will journey in His 
footsteps for a lifetime.  For an 
eternity.  

As you read over the articles in each 
“Journey Up Magazine”, listen to our 
podcasts, or hear us speak, we want 
you to know we’re passionate about 
finding That Place.  We don’t want to 
be timid when it comes to truth or 
shrink back from dishing out lavish 
grace.  

Our family is so far from perfect and 
in desperate need of both!  
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We commit to being very real with you along the way of just 
how much we depend on His grace.  

We want to encourage you to see your life as a journey to be 
full of both.  

First in your own hearts. 

Then in our homes.  

Then by God’s Amazing Grace, His Church! 

 We’ll offer our world the life-changing invitation to join us 
on our “Journey up to That Place where Truth meets Grace.” 
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